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There are no changes of note to the P6 exam 

 

So I have based this presentation on a review of performance at the last four 

sittings 

 

And this is what I want more of 

 

Obviously, these comments do not necessarily relate to your students 

 

I’m probably simply confirming the guidance you give in class 

 

But – what I’m saying comes directly from my experience of marking 
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And I’ve only got 10 minutes to do this 

 

In fact – now, not much more than 9! 
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What I want is 

 

• More knowledge 

• More question practice 

• More thought 
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I have always emphasised that candidates need to know their stuff 

 

Ideally, a consistent level of knowledge across the syllabus 

 

• Make those weaker areas stronger 

 

• Reduce the number of holes - and 

 

• Sort out the unincorporated trader – including….. 
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As far as the unincorporated trader is concerned, the following knowledge is 

important: 

 

• Opening and closing years – capital allowances and basis of assessment 

 

• Losses – the ability to apply precise knowledge to the facts of the question 

 

• Choice of year end and change of accounting date 

 

• Payments on account in practice, as opposed to in theory 
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The exam is not full of surprises - It should feel sort of familiar – albeit maybe 

not quite 

 

Some candidates appear to have seen very few questions prior to the exam 

 

Such that they don’t seem to know what is expected of them - Or how the 

exam works 

 

So all practice is good 

 

Some candidates are particularly wary of the more involved parts of Section A 

questions 

 

These are left until last and done in a reduced amount of time or not done at 

all 

 

There are too many marks (some of which are very achievable) in these 

question parts to treat them like this (and I’ve taken a lot of trouble to write 

them!) 
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Guidance on what question practice will achieve and how to do it in  

Part 5 of Improving your performance in Paper P6 (UK) 

 

http://www.accaglobal.com/gb/en/student/acca-qual-student-

journey/qual-resource/acca-qualification/p6/technical-

articles/performance_p6uk2015_5.html 
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This may be the key issue for candidates with marks in the 40s 

 

I’ve divided it into two areas – although perhaps thought isn’t exactly divisible 

in this way 
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Increase understanding: 

Of who is who in the scenario – eg distinguish between a company and its 

business 

Of what’s going on 

 

Identify tasks and approach 

Identify all the tasks that need to be done 

Come up with a sensible approach – particularly in respect of computations 

 

Maximise number of points 

Identify the points to be made before starting to answer 

Don’t just make it up as you go along 
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Cover all points 

Don’t dwell on one particular point 

Think about the best way of making each point – be concise 

Keep thinking about the requirement – stick to it 

Do not get side-tracked 

Keep to time – particularly at the start of the exam 

 

Organise the answer 

Lots of headings 

Be clear as to what is being addressed 

Which transaction, which tax, which year etc 
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More thought should result in less (with apologies to Just a Minute) 

 

Hesitation – where candidates: 

Explain what they are going to do before doing it; or 

Explain the whole of the tax (particularly with IHT) before addressing the 

specifics 

 

Repetition – where candidates: 

Make the same point again (and again) 

Or simply over explain a point – by stating it and then saying what they mean 

 

Deviation – where candidates: 

Write about stuff that wasn’t asked for 

Perform gratuitous calculations 

Generalise rather than answering the question 
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2015 legislation 

  

The exam year for P6 normally runs from 1 April to 31 March.  However, due 

to the uncertainty over the timing of Finance Acts in 2015 as a result of the 

General Election, the exam year for the UK tax papers has been extended for 

one further exam session to 30 June 2016.   

 

As a result, the P6 (UK) exam in June 2016 will also examine Finance Act 

2014.  

 

The following exam year for P6 (UK) will be 1 September 2016 to 31 March 

2017 and you will be kept informed on which examinable legislation applies to 

this exam year. 
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