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The SDC’s role

The independent advisory body on sustainable 
development for the UK Government, Scottish 
Executive, Welsh Assembly Government & 
Northern Ireland Government

Working with a Commission of 19 and a 
secretariat of 50+ to provide

Scrutiny
advocacy and
capacity building on sustainable development



Outline of speech

What are the key components of 
Sustainable Development (UK Framework 
for SD)
Links to corporate behaviour
Aim of reporting for sustainable 
development by individual corporate 
bodies
Challenges going forward for corporate 
level reporting



The five principles

LIVING WITHIN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
LIMITS

ENSURING A 
STRONG, HEALTHY 
AND JUST SOCIETY

ACHIEVING A 
SUSTAINABLE 
ECONOMY

PROMOTING GOOD 
GOVERNANCE

USING SOUND 
SCIENCE 
RESPONSIBLY



Why report?

Leaving aside the business case (albeit that this is 
important)
From society’s point of view … reporting provides 
information (discharges an accountability
relationship) of the extent to which corporate 
actions have brought us towards or away from the 
goal of sustainable development
Requires a good understanding of sustainable 
development performance AND
Linkages from this to corporate activities



Challenges for SD reporting

Organisation level, versus eco-system level 
verses, global level sustainable development 
assessment





Defining social sustainability

City Care (NZ company)



Concluding comments

Celebrating excellence in reporting on social & 
environmental impacts of corporate performance

The future challenges:
Scale of impacts
Distribution of impacts in eco-systems
Defining social sustainability

Should we focus on accounts of un-sustainability?
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Rewarding transparency




