Think Ahead

CONSENT ORDER CONSIDERATION

CONSENT ORDERS CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

REASONS FOR DECISION

In the matter of: Miss Anne Marie Devlin

Heard on: Thursday, 13 November 2025

Location: Remotely via Microsoft Teams

Chair: Ms Wendy Yeadon

Legal Adviser: Mr David Marshall

Summary: Consent order confirmed. Severe reprimand and fine of

£1,500. Cost £2,835.

1. The Chair considered a draft consent order signed by Miss Devlin on 13
November 2025 and by ACCA on 7 November 2025. The matter was
considered on the basis of documents only. Neither Miss Devlin nor ACCA was

present or represented.

2. The Chair had a main bundle of papers containing 44 pages, a simple costs

schedule of 3 pages and a detailed costs schedule of 2 pages.
BACKGROUND AND ADMISSIONS

3. Miss Devlin has been a Member of ACCA since 2009 and a Fellow since 2014.
In 2024 she was performing accountancy work under contract for a charity

(‘Company A’). The work involved paying bills due from the charity. During the
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course of that year she paid small amounts totalling £14,000 to her own
business account, without submitting invoices to support the payments. The

charity reported the matter to ACCA.
Miss Devlin made the following formal admissions:
Miss Anne Marie Devlin, a member of ACCA, admits the following:

1. Between January 2024 and December 2024 improperly transferred funds in
the sum of about £14,000.00 belonging to Company A to her business

account.

2. In relation to allegation 1 above, Ms Devlin failed to raise, or cause to be

raised, invoices for any or all of the said transfers.

3. In respect of the conduct referred to in allegation 1 and/or 2 above, Miss

Devlin:

(a) was reckless in that she failed to have any or sufficient regard for the
need to ensure that any or all of the said transfers were in agreed
amounts and/or were authorised by Company A and/or properly recorded

by way of invoice.
4. By reason of any or all of the above Miss Devlin is:
(a) Guilty of misconduct pursuant to bye-law 8(a)(i).

(b) That Miss Anne Marie Devlin shall be severely reprimanded, fined £1,500
and for Miss Devlin to pay ACCA’s costs in the sum of £2,835.

DECISION AND REASONS

The Chair was satisfied that there was a signed draft order setting out all the
required matters: namely, the relevant facts, failings and breaches, the
proposed sanction and costs, and the fact that Miss Devlin understood that the

proposed order would be considered by a Chair of the Disciplinary Committee.

The Chair was satisfied that the investigating officer had carried out an

appropriate and thorough investigation and that there was a case to answer.



10.

11.

12.

13.

The Chair considered that there was a real prospect that a reasonable tribunal

would find the allegation proved.

The Chair considered that there was no realistic prospect that a Disciplinary
Committee would make an order of exclusion in the specific circumstances of
the case. Miss Devlin’s response to ACCA included confidential information
about her personal circumstances at the time of her misconduct. These were
not in dispute and went some way to explain her unprofessional behaviour. The
Chair agreed with the Investigating Officer that there was no evidence of Miss
Devlin’s actions being dishonest or lacking in integrity. The charity itself had
decided not to report Miss Devlin’s actions to the police and had agreed for her
to repay the sums over time, which she was doing. There was no significant

risk of repetition.

The Chair was satisfied that it was appropriate to deal with the matter by way
of a consent order. There was not a sufficient degree of public interest in this

case to require a public hearing.

The Chair was satisfied that the sanction of severe reprimand plus a fine was

adequate and proportionate.
COSTS

The Chair considered that ACCA was entitled to its costs in principle and that

the amount claimed, which was agreed, was reasonable.
ORDER

The Chair studied the terms of the draft consent order but did not consider it

necessary to recommend any amendments.

Accordingly, the Chair approved the attached consent order in full. In summary,

Miss Devlin shall:
(a) be severely reprimanded;
(b) pay a fine of £1,500; and

(c) pay costs to ACCA in the sum of £2,835.



Ms Wendy Yeadon
Chair
13 November 2025
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