
    
 
 
 
 
                                  APPLICATION ON PAPERS 
 
CONSENT ORDERS CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS 
 

REASONS FOR DECISION 
 

In the matter of:       Mr Abu Kalam Mohammed Nowshed 
 
Considered on:        Wednesday, 8 April 2026  

 
Location:                  On the Papers 
 
Chair:                        Ms Ilana Tessler 
 
Legal Adviser:         Mr Stephen Chappell 
 
Outcome:            Severe Reprimand  

                                  
Costs:                      Payable to ACCA- £2664.00 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

1. This matter has been referred to a Chair of the Disciplinary Committee of ACCA 

(“the Chair”) pursuant to Regulation 8(8) of The Chartered Certified 

Accountants’ Complaints and Disciplinary Regulations 2014, as amended (“the 

Regulations”) for the Chair to determine, on the available evidence, whether to 

approve or reject the Consent Order: Draft Agreement that has been agreed by 

ACCA and Mr Abu Kalam Mohammed Nowshed. 
 
2. The Chair considered a Consent Order: Draft Agreement, signed by a signatory 

on behalf of ACCA and Mr Abu Kalam Mohammed Nowshed (Mr Nowshed) on 

6 March 2026 together with supporting documents in a Bundle (pages 1-138), 

and a Simple Costs Schedule.   
 



  
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 

3. The Chair considered the proposed Consent Order in the absence of the 

parties and without a hearing in accordance with Regulation 8(9) of the 

Regulations. The Chair was satisfied that Mr Nowshed was aware of the terms 

of the proposed Consent Order. 

 

4. The Chair noted the terms of the “Consent Order: Draft Agreement” as follows: 

 

The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) and Mr Abu Kalam 

Mohammed Nowshed (the Parties), agree as follows: 

 

“1.     Mr Abu Kalam Mohammed Nowshed admits the following: 

 

Allegation 

 

i) Mr Abu Kalam Mohammed Nowshed, director of Firm A ("the firm"), 

failed to notify HMRC of the firm's liability for VAT between 1 April 

2019 to 29 February 2024 contrary to ACCA's Fundamental 

Principle of Professional Behaviour (as applicable 2019 - 2024). 

 

ii) By virtue of the facts in Allegation (i), Mr Nowshed is guilty of 

misconduct pursuant to Bye-law 8(a)(i). 

 

2. That Mr Abu Kalam Mohammed Nowshed shall be severely reprimanded 

and shall pay costs to ACCA in the sum of £2,664”.  

 

BACKGROUND FACTS 
 

5. On 3 April 2009 Mr Nowshed became a member of ACCA. 
 
6. On 31 March 2014 Mr Nowshed became a Fellow of ACCA.  
 
7. Mr Nowshed currently holds a practicing certificate. He is the sole Director and    

shareholder of Firm A ("the firm"), an ACCA registered firm. 
 

8. The firm was previously registered with HM Revenue & Customs ("HMRC") for 



  
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 

Value Added Tax ("VAT"), however de-registered on 2 March 2018 due to the 

turnover falling below the de-registration threshold. 
 

9. On 28 December 2023, HMRC notified Mr Nowshed that they would carry out 

a review into whether the firm was liable to-be registered for VAT. 
 
10. On 18 June 2024, HMRC concluded that the firm was liable to register for VAT 

from 1 April 2019 due to the firm having exceeded the VAT turnover registration 

threshold of £85,000 (as it was at the relevant time) in the 12- month rolling 

period to February 2019 as required by the VAT Act 1994 Schedule 1 

paragraph 1(1)(a). 
 
11. Mr Nowshed should have registered the firm for VAT on or before 31 March 

2019. Mr Nowshed therefore failed to notify HMRC of the firm's liability for VAT 

between 1 April 2019 and 29 February 2024. 
 

12. The firm is liable for the outstanding VAT liability and HMRC imposed penalties 

on Mr Nowshed for his failure to comply with his obligations to notify HMRC of 

the firm's liability for VAT. 
 
13. On 2 July 2025 ACCA received a complaint from HMRC about Mr Nowshed's 

conduct. 
 

14. On 4 December 2025 the complaint was put to Mr Nowshed for his response. 
 

15. On 18 December 2025 Mr Nowshed confirmed that he did not appeal HMRC's 

decision and has started making monthly payments to the outstanding liability 

and penalty. 
 

16. A payment plan has been agreed between Mr Nowshed and HMRC. Mr 

Nowshed confirmed to ACCA that all required payments have been made to 

date.  
 
 

 



  
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 

DECISION ON FACTS AND REASONS  
 

17. When reaching this decision, the Chair had been referred by the Legal Adviser 

to the requirements of Regulation 8 of the Complaints and Disciplinary 

Regulations 2014 (as amended) (“CDR8”) and had accepted their advice. The 

Chair had also taken account of ACCA’s Consent Orders Guidance and 

Consent Orders Guidance FAQs. 

 

18. In accordance with CDR8, the Chair has the power to approve or reject the 

draft Consent Order or recommend amendments. A signed draft Consent Order 

may only be rejected if the admitted breaches would more likely than not result 

in exclusion from membership. 

 

19. The Chair was satisfied that there was a case to answer and that it was 

appropriate to deal with the complaint by way of a Consent Order. The 

Investigating Officer had followed the correct procedure and had carried out an 

appropriate and thorough investigation.  

 

20. The Chair found that the summary of facts set out in the draft Consent Order 

to be consistent with the evidence in the Bundle including misconduct and that 

Mr Nowshed had admitted all the allegations including misconduct. 
 
21. The Chair was satisfied that the by reason of his conduct as set out at Allegation 

1(i) above, Mr Nowshed acted contrary to ACCA's Fundamental Principle of 

Professional Behaviour (as applicable 2019 - 2024), and brought discredit to 

himself, ACCA and the accountancy profession. It therefore amounted to 

misconduct under Bye-law 8(a)(i). 
 

DECISION ON SANCTION AND REASONS 
 

22. In deciding whether to approve the proposed sanction of a severe reprimand 

the Chair considered the Guidance to Disciplinary Sanctions ("the Guidance). 

 

23. ACCA considered other sanctions but concluded they were not appropriate.  

 



  
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 

24. The Chair found the following to be aggravating factors: 
 

• Mr Nowshed's conduct fell below the standards expected of a qualified 

ACCA member; 

 

• The severity of HMRC's decision in that they concluded that the 

behaviour was deliberate; and 

 

• The period in which Mr Nowshed failed to notify HMRC of the firm's 

liability for VAT was an extended period from 1 April 2019 to 29 February 

2024. 

 
25. The Chair found the following to be mitigating factors: 

 

• Mr Nowshed has been a member of ACCA since 3 April 2009 and has a 

previous good record with no previous complaint or disciplinary history; 

 

• Mr Nowshed has fully co-operated with the investigation and regulatory 

process; 

 

• Mr Nowshed has ultimately admitted his conduct; 

 

• Mr Nowshed has agreed a payment plan with HMRC, and has made all 

payments to date in order to pay the outstanding VAT liability and 

penalties due; and 

 

• Mr Nowshed had a set of personal circumstances which may have 

caused some delay in registering with HMRC for VAT. 

 

26. The Chair considered the seriousness of the breaches as set out above and 

the public interest, which includes the protection of the public, the maintenance 

of public confidence in the profession and the declaring and upholding of proper 

standards of conduct and performance. The Chair balanced these factors 

against Mr Nowshed’s interests, and his mitigation noting that he has no 

disciplinary history and that his repayments to HMRC are up to date.  



  
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 

27. In deciding whether a severe reprimand was the most suitable sanction, the 

Chair considered paragraphs C4.1–C4.5 of the Guidance.  
 
28. The Chair was of the view that the conduct was serious though not 

fundamentally incompatible with continued ACCA membership. The Chair 

concluded that making no order, an admonishment or imposing a reprimand 

would not meet the public interest, and that a severe reprimand properly 

reflected the seriousness of Mr Nowshed’s conduct. This was a public interest 

sanction due to the misconduct bringing discredit to ACCA and the profession; 

and it conveyed a message of the importance of fundamental standards of 

professional conduct. 
 

29. The Chair decided that the sanction was appropriate, proportionate, and 

sufficient given the seriousness of the findings balancing Mr Nowshed’s 

interests with those of the profession, ACCA and the wider public. 
 

COSTS AND REASON 
 
30. ACCA was entitled to its costs. The agreed sum of £2,664 appeared 

reasonable and appropriate. 

 

ORDER 

 

31. Accordingly, the Chair approved the terms of the attached Consent Order. In 

summary: Mr Nowshed shall be severely reprimanded and shall pay costs of 

£2,664 to ACCA. 

 
Ms Ilana Tessler  
Chair 
8 April 2026  

 
 


