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Practice Platform and live
exam software - minor
differences




CBE GUIDANCE - STRATEGIC PROFESSIONAL (SBL)

WHAT ARE STRATEGIC PROFESSIONAL CBEs LIKE?

Strategic Professional CBEs use the same kind of technology found in today’s workplace,
including specially designed spreadsheet, word processing and presentation slide response
options. This means the exams closely reflect how a modern finance professional works, boosting
your employability skills.

This document explains minor differences between the Practice Platform and the live exam
software. These are nothing to worry about, and there is an extra instruction screen in the exams
contained within the Practice Platform which explains what these differences are.




Important note about a difference in functionality between practice
tests and live exams

PDF exhibits

Please be aware that PDF exhibits look and behave slightly differently in practice
tests and live exams.

Practice test — PDF exhibit toolbar
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Live exam — PDF exhibit toolbar
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Selecting text in a PDF exhibit

In a practice test, you can immediately select text in a PDF exhibit, either to highlight,
strikethrough or copy it. In the live exam, you can't immediately select the text — you
need to switch from ‘Move Tool’ to ‘Text Tool’ in order to be able to select text. This
is illustrated below:

When you open the PDF, it has the Move Too/l selected:
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In order to highlight text in the PDF you need to select the Text Toof button instead:
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Once the Text Tool is selected in the live exam, you will be able to select text in the
PDF exhibit.



Display of selected text in a PDF exhibit

In a practice test, once you have selected some text it will have highlighting/shading
applied to it:
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Impairment of acquired intangible assets 6 8

The directors use ‘underlying profit' to comment on its financial performance. Underlying profit
is a measure normally based on earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation
(EBITDA). However, the effects of events which are not part of the usual business activity are
also excluded when evaluating performance.

The following items were additionally excluded from net profit to arrive at ‘underlying’ profit. In
20X6, the entity had to write off a property due to subsidence and the insurance recovery for
this property was recorded but not approved until 20X7, when the company's insurer concluded
that the claim was valid. In 20X6, the entity considered issuing loan notes to finance an asset
purchase, however, the purchase did not go ahead. The entity incurred costs associated with the
potential issue and so these costs were expensed as part of net profit before taxation. The entity
felt that the share-based payment was not a cash expense and that the value of the options was
subjective. Therefore, the directors wished to exclude the item from ‘underlying profit’. Similarly,
the entity wishes to exclude restructuring charges incurred in the year, and impairments of
acquired intangible assets.

In the live exam, selected text is greyed out:
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Find Tool in the PDF exhibit

The ‘Find Tool’ appears at the top of the PDF exhibit toolbar in a practice test. In the
live exam, it appears on the left hand side of the PDF exhibit.

Practice test:

Copying and Pasting into Spreadsheet Responses

e Inthe CBE Practice Platform, you can paste text copied from exhibits,
requirements/tasks or the scratchpad into a spreadsheet response either by
selecting the cell, double-clicking the cell or selecting the formula bar.

¢ Inthe live exam, you can only do this by double-clicking the cell or selecting the
formula bar and then pressing Citrl-V.
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