
  

  

 
 

Technical factsheet 
 
Freedom of movement to study in the UK or 
EU during the transition period and beyond  
 

Study in the UK 

 

Transition Period and Beyond 

The UK is due to leave the EU at 11pm on 31 January 2020. Following this there will 

be a time-limited transition period which is due to end on 31 December 2020. During 

this period, EU citizens will be able to move to study in the UK on the same terms as 

pre-Brexit study.  EU nationals wishing to retain residence to continue studying in the 

UK after 31 December 2020 should read the separate factsheet ‘Freedom of 

movement to live and work in the EU or UK during the transition period and beyond’.  

 

EU students applying in England, Scotland and Northern Ireland for the 21/22 

academic year or before will still be eligible for home fee status (meaning they pay 

the same as UK students) and student finance support to study. This support will be 

made available for the duration of the course. As fee status policy differs between 

England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, students should check for updates 

with the education provider they intend to study with.  

 

EU students in the UK that have commenced their Erasmus+ year before 31 January 

2020 or are due to start during the 2019/20 academic year will be able to continue 

drawing down student finance. Continuation of Erasmus programmes after 2020 will 

be dependent on the outcome of ongoing negotiations between the UK and the EU.  

 

No Deal 

A no-deal scenario would signal the end of free movement to the UK, including for 

EU nationals travelling to study. EU citizens would need to obtain permission to study 

in the UK before travelling. EU students would have equal post-study work rights to 

non-EU nationals, with those starting in the 20/21 academic year or later moving to a 



  

  

new allowance of two years after course completion for students at degree-awarding 

institutions. These students may also have the option to switch to the new ‘skilled 

worker route’ once their post-study work visa has expired. 

 

The Common Travel Area will be unaffected, and Irish nationals will be able to enter 

and study in England, Scotland and Wales with no interruption. Non-visa nationals 

(bit.ly/gov-visa) may be required to gain electronic authorisation to enter the UK in 

the future so should check before travelling.  

 

Study in the EU 

 

Transition Period and Beyond 

The UK is due to leave the EU at 11pm on 31 January 2020. Following this there will 

be a time-limited transition period which is due to end on 31 December 2020. During 

this period, UK citizens will be able to move to study in the EU on the same terms as 

pre-Brexit study.  UK nationals wishing to retain residence to continue studying in the 

EU after 31 December 2020 should read the separate factsheet ‘Freedom of 

movement to live and work in the EU or UK during the transition period and beyond’. 

 

Students continuing their studies in the EU after the transition period will need to 

check with their higher education provider whether Brexit will affect them, including 

whether there will be a change in tuition fees. Those wishing to complete studies in 

the UK can check with UCAS what courses might be available in the UK 

(http://bit.ly/2GDOB4A).   

 

Students that have commenced their Erasmus+ year before 31 January 2020 or are 

due to start during the 2019/20 academic year will be able to continue drawing down 

student finance. Continuation of Erasmus programmes after 2020 will be dependent 

on the outcome of ongoing negotiations between the UK and the EU.  

 

Students undertaking their entire programme of study in the EU will not be supported 

by Student Finance England after Brexit. Students should check their fee status with 

student finance authorities in the EU member state in which they intend to study. In 

many cases, EU countries have already provided finance guarantees for UK students 

http://bit.ly/gov-visa
http://bit.ly/2GDOB4A


  

  

for the 20/21 academic year. Ask the course provider’s admissions office about any 

funding schemes, bursaries or scholarships you can apply for. 

 

No Deal 

A no-deal scenario would signal the end of free movement between the UK and EU, 

including for UK nationals travelling to study. UK citizens would need to obtain 

permission to study in the relevant EU member state before travelling. 

 

Erasmus+ students will have their ongoing bids underwritten by a UK government 

guarantee (http://bit.ly/2uIOToc) in the case of a no deal scenario. As long as your 

project continues to be eligible, the available funding will continue until the end of 

your project.  
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its employees accept any responsibility for any loss occasioned by reliance on the contents. 
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