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Guide from

[insert your firm’s name here]
Tel: [insert telephone number here] Email: [insert email address here] [Insert web address here]

[Insert a line about your business here]

Post-Brexit UK border controls 
This document is intended to provide an overview of the UK government’s phased approach to the new Border Operating Model. An in-depth guide may be found at bit.ly/gov-BOM.
From 1 January 2021, the transitional period with the EU will end and the UK will take independent control of border processes. These processes will be introduced in three stages up to July 2021. 

Stage one: January 2021

· Prepare for basic customs requirements for non-controlled goods (bit.ly/gov-contr), including keeping records of imports and making arrangements towards accounting for and paying VAT.
· Full customs declarations needed for controlled goods (bit.ly/gov-contr), which will also be subject to physical checks at the point of destination or other approved premises.
· Export declarations and UK exit Safety and Security declarations will be required

for all goods.
· Traders importing and exporting goods using the Common Transit Convention will need to follow all of the transit procedures – these will not be introduced in stages.

· Traders have up to six months to complete import declarations; tariffs may become due on relevant items but this can be deferred until the declaration is made
Stage two: April 2021
· Products of animal origin (POAO) will require pre-notification and health documentation. Some products will be in higher risk categories and may require pre-authorisation from January – please do check APB categories (bit.ly/gov-apb). Checks will be made at the point of destination until July 2021.
Stage three: July 2021
· Customs declarations will be due at the point of import (deferrals are expected to end) for all goods as well as VAT and excise duties where necessary.
· Prepare for customs compliance checks; this may be done at the port or an inland centre.
· Safety and security declarations are to be made (in accordance with current rest-of-world trade).
· Commodities subject to sanitary or phytosanitary (SPS) controls will need to arrive at an established point of entry with a border control post (bit.ly/gov-bcp-sps).
How can I prepare? 
· Identify how your goods will be classified and what tariff commodity codes might apply – if you are uncertain, your accountant may be able to ask HMRC to confirm the correct code.  

· Register for a GB EORI number if you do not currently have one. If your current one does not start with GB, you may need a new one; this may take up to one working week to arrive. 

· If you will be dealing with EU customs, check your existing EU EORI or register for an EU EORI. 

Helping businesses get ready for changes to trade with Europe from 1 January 2021

HMRC has written to 206,000 VAT-registered businesses about the steps they need to take to get ready (bit.ly/gov-letter-vat). The government has also launched a series of short information videos and webinars (bit.ly/gov-brexit-webinars). 

HMRC also has an online forum where you can submit questions: community.hmrc.gov.uk.
December 2020
ACCA LEGAL NOTICE

This is a basic guide prepared by ACCA UK's Technical Advisory Service for members and their clients. It should not be used as a definitive guide, since individual circumstances may vary. Specific advice should be obtained, where necessary.
1

